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FSAfarm+, FSA’'s Customer Self-Service
Portal

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service
Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to provide farmers with
remote access to their personal farm information using their
home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or
export their personal farm data all without visiting an FSA county
office.

The program, known as ESAfarm+, provides you with secure
access to view your personal FSA data, such as base and yields,
Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation
program acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and
Wetland Conservation status information, field boundaries, farm
imagery, name and address details, contact information and
membership interest and shares in the operation. This data will
be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and allow
operators and owners to export and print farm records, including
maps. Producers also can electronically share their data with a
crop insurance agent from their own personal computer.

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2
eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This level of security
ensures that personal information is protected for each user.
Level 2 access can be obtained by going to
www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and
then visiting your local FSA office to finalize access.

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service
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portal, contact your local FSA office. To find your local FSA
county office, click http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and
Handling Equipment

Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local Farmers, Get Products
to Market Quickly

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase
portable storage and handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option
with lower down payments, are designed to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized
producers, grow their businesses and markets.

The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than
$50,000 to qualify for a reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three
years of production history. Farms and ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is
expected to be of particular benefit to smaller farms and specialty crop producers who may not have
access to commercial storage or on-farm storage after harvest. These producers can invest in
equipment like conveyers, scales or refrigeration units and trucks that can store commodities before
delivering them to markets. Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit
availability to apply.

Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage
Facility Loan. Eligible commodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and
vegetables; corn, grain sorghum, oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, buckwheat, barley, rye, hay,
honey, unprocessed meat and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt and renewable biomass.
FSFL microloans can also be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest, before
a commodity is placed in cold storage.

To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a
local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Double-Cropping

Each year, state committees will review and approve or disapprove county committee
recommended changes or additions to specific combinations of crops.

Double-cropping is approved when the two specific crops have the capability to be planted and
carried to maturity for the intended use, as reported by the producer, on the same acreage within a
crop year under normal growing conditions. The specific combination of crops recommended by the
county committee must be approved by the state committee.

Double-cropping is approved in State on a county-by-county basis. Contact your local FSA Office
for a list of approved double-cropping combinations for your county.

A crop following a cover crop terminated according to termination guidelines is approved double
cropping and these combinations do not have to be approved by the state committee.

FSA Farm Loan Programs ...We Can Help...

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers
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FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere

Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years

o Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. Additional
program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Selected Interest Rates for August 2016

e Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.25%

e Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 3.375%

e Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 yr. term) - 1.375%
e Commodity Loans - 1.5%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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