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GRAZE-OUT Payments Now Available to 
Oklahoma County Producers 
Wheat, Barley, Oats or Triticale 

FSA is now accepting applications for 2016 GRAZE-OUT payments 
for producers who elect to use their acreage planted to wheat, 
barley, oats, or triticale for grazing by livestock and agree to forgo 
any other harvesting of the commodity in 2016. 

Producers must request graze-out payments by farm and complete 
form CCC-633 GRAZING.  If multiple producers share in the 
acreage, all signatures must be obtained before the request is 
considered complete. 

The graze-out payment rate is determined by the amount the 
applicable commodity loan rate exceeds the CCC-determined value 
of the commodity for the county where the farm is located. This is 
referred to as the Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP) rate. The graze-

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/160965d
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472586962862
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472586981017
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472586983784
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472586986824
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472586990161
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472586993217
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472586996249
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472586998842
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472587001211
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472587003763
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472587006301
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472587009380
https://admin.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins?sortdesc=bulletinsort-sent_at&evo_basubj=&evo_mltt=&evo_bsender=Janlyn&evo_bsentdt=10080&state=sent&selector=#link_1472587012020
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwNzE4LjYxNjY3NDkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDcxOC42MTY2NzQ5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzI1MzYzJmVtYWlsaWQ9amFubHluLmdyaWZmaW5Ab2sudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWphbmx5bi5ncmlmZmluQG9rLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ok


Steve Nunley, Marlow 
Brenda Neufeld, Fairview 
Steve Butler, Wagoner 
Jo Jennings, Depew 
 
State Staff:  
Phil Estes, 
Farm Loan Programs 
 
J.D. Elwood 
Production & Payment 
Eligibility 
 
Rod Wanger, 
Conservation Programs 
 
Danny Lee, 
Compliance & Price Support 
 
Krey Reimer, 
Administration 

Janlyn Hannah, 
Public Relations/Outreach 

Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or county. FSA 
Office contact information can 
be located on our online 
Directory. 

out payment will be based on the LDP rate in effect for the county 
on the date of the request.  

Producers may file an application for graze-out any time prior to 
March 31, 2017. 

Farm acres identified on form CCC-633 GRAZING will not be 
eligible for an indemnity under the Federal Crop Insurance Act 
or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). 

Graze-out payments are subject to the same basic eligibility 
requirements as commodity loans and LDPs including, but not 
limited to Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions, beneficial 
interest, conservation compliance, foreign person, payment 
limitations for crop years 2014 through 2018, together with market 
loan gains and ARC/PLC.   

Before MAL repayments with a market loan gain (MLG) or LDP 
disbursements can be made, producers must meet the 
requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and 
member contribution. The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment 
limitations per individual or entity not to exceed $125,000 annually 
on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price 
loss coverage payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, 
MLGs and LDPs.  

AGI provisions state that a producer whose total applicable three-
year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive an 
MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn 
a market gain or LDP.  

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please 
contact your local county office or FSA’s website 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 
FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to 
provide farmers and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm information using their 
home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or export their personal farm data all 
without visiting an FSA county office. 

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA 
data, such as base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program 
acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation status information, field 
boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, contact information and membership interest 
and shares in the operation. This data will be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and 
allow operators and owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can 
electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer. 

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This 
level of security ensures that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be 
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obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and then visiting 
your local FSA office to finalize access. 

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local FSA office. 
To find your local FSA county office, click http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Financial Assistance Available to Help Organic 
Farmers Create Conservation Buffers 
USDA is assisting organic farmers with the cost of establishing up to 20,000 acres of new 
conservation buffers and other practices on and near farms that produce organic crops.  

The financial assistance is available from the USDA Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a 
federally funded voluntary program that contracts with agricultural producers so that environmentally 
sensitive land is not farmed or ranched, but instead used for conservation benefits. CRP 
participants establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or 
trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. 
In return, FSA provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract 
duration is between 10 and 15 years.  

For conservation buffers, funds are available for establishing shrubs and trees, or supporting 
pollinating species, and can be planted in blocks or strips. Interested organic producers can offer 
eligible land for enrollment in this initiative at any time.  

Other USDA FSA programs that assist organic farmers include: 

• The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program that provides financial assistance for 55 
to 100 percent of the average market price for organic crop losses between 50 to 65 
percent of expected production due to a natural disaster. 

• Marketing assistance loans that provide interim financing to help producers meet cash flow 
needs without having to sell crops during harvest when market prices are low, and 
deficiency payments to producers who forgo the loan in return for a payment on the eligible 
commodity. 

• A variety of loans for operating expenses, ownership or guarantees with outside lenders, 
including streamlined microloans that have a lower amount of paperwork. 

• Farm Storage Facility Loans for that provide low-interest financing to build or upgrade 
storage facilities for organic commodities, including cold storage, grain bins, bulk tanks and 
drying and handling equipment. 

• Services such as mapping farm and field boundaries and reporting organic acreage that 
can be provided to a farm’s organic certifier or crop insurance agent. 

 Visit www.fsa.usda.gov/organic to learn more about how FSA can help organic farmers. For an 
interactive tour of CRP success stories, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow #CRPis30 on 
Twitter. To learn more about FSA programs visit a local FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov. To find 
your local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and 
Failed Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres 
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 

Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were 
prevented from planting.  Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of 
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk 
Management Agency (RMA).  

Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by crop.  

If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days 
following the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted.  Late-filed reports will only be 
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the 
crop from being planted.  A measurement service fee will be charged. 

Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report 
failed acres.  

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative 
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification 
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office 
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
within the required 15 calendar days. 

For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), 
producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent.  Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including 
grasses.  

 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up  
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experience losses from natural disasters during calendar 
year 2016 must submit a TAP application either 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the 
date when the loss is apparent. TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent 
disaster program.  TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree 
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters. 

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have 
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own 
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres 



annually.  

 
USDA Announces Changes to Fruit, Vegetable and Wild Rice 
Planting Rules 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect 
producers who intend to participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.   

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables 
or wild rice are planted on the payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung 
beans, dry peas, lentils or chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not 
considered payment acres will not result in a payment reduction.  Farms that are eligible to 
participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular year may plant unlimited fruits, 
vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for that year. Eligibility 
for succeeding years is not affected. 

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-
for-acre payment reduction when those crops are planted on either more than 15 percent of the 
base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of 
the base acres of a farm enrolled in ARC using the individual coverage. 

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a 
payment reduction if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s 
Commodity Credit Corporation. 

 
Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications 
Many producers have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MALs) because they have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income 
Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all eligible producers, including landowners who share in the 
crop, have filed a valid CCC-941.   

Producers without a valid CCC-941 certifying their compliance with the average adjusted gross 
income provisions will not receive payments that have been processed. All farm 
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should 
IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are 
encouraged to ensure that their landowners have filed the form. FSA has been issuing 2015 LDPs 
and Market Gains and will be issuing potential 2015 ARC/PLC payments in October. 

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2015 and 2016. Unlike the past, producers must have the CCC-
941 certifying their AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 
Dairy Indemnity Payment Program 
The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the extension of the Dairy Indemnity Payment Program (DIPP) 
through September 30, 2018. DIPP provides payments to dairy producers and manufacturers of 
dairy products when they are directed to remove their raw milk or products from the market because 



of contamination. 

 
Foreign Buyers Notification  
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency 
administers this program for USDA.  

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county 
are required to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the 
AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of 
the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate 
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.   

 
Breaking New Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk 
your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA 
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further 
review is necessary.    

 
Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on 
the farming operation.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon.  

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in 
settling an estate; 

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to 
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two 
or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this 
method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the 



buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding; 

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for 
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.   

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.   

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities.   

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 
ARC, PLC and CTAP Acreage Maintenance 
Producers enrolled in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss Coverage (PLC) or the Cotton 
Transition Assistance Program (CTAP) must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm 
from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. Producers who sign ARC county or individual 
contracts and PLC contracts agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according to 
sound agricultural practices.  If a producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance 
problem on a farm that is enrolled in ARC, PLC or CTAP, the County Committee may elect to 
terminate the contract for the program year.   

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 
 

 


