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USDA Extends Dairy Margin Protection 
Program Deadline 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that the deadline 
to enroll for the dairy Margin Protection Program for coverage in 
2016 has been extended until Nov. 20, 2015. The voluntary 
program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial 
assistance to participating farmers when the margin – the 
difference between the price of milk and feed costs –falls below the 
coverage level selected by the farmer. 

Producers are encouraged to use the online Web resource at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to calculate the best levels of coverage 
for their dairy operation. The secure website can be accessed via 
computer, smartphone or tablet. 

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/11bd56c
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To learn more about FSA 
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the National website at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov  
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Producers who were enrolled in 2015 will need to make a coverage 
election for 2016 and pay the $100 administration fee. Although any 
unpaid premium balances for 2015 must be paid in full by the 
enrollment deadline to remain eligible for higher coverage levels in 
2016, premiums for 2016 are not due until Sept. 1, 2016. Also, 
producers can work with milk marketing companies to remit 
premiums on their behalf.  

To enroll in the Margin Protection Program for Dairy, contact your 
local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

Payments under the program may be reduced by a certain 
percentage due to a sequester order required by Congress and 
issued pursuant to the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985. Should a payment reduction be necessary, 
FSA will reduce the payment by the required amount. 

 
Acreage Reporting - Hay and Pasture 
Other Crops  
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all 
producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA service center to 
file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

If you have pasture and/or hay crops, get out your calendar and 
circle November 15th.  That's the deadline for supplying FSA with 
your hay and pasture acreage. Farm Service Agency reporting 
dates are synchronized with crop insurance dates.  November 15th 
is the final date to buy and report Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage 
(PRF) coverage from your crop insurance agent. 

 
USDA Adds More Eligible Commodities 
for Farm Storage Facility Loans 
New Provisions Increase On-Farm Storage for Dairy, Flowers, 
Meats  

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program, which provides 
low-interest financing to producers to build or upgrade storage 
facilities, will now include dairy, flowers and meats as eligible 
commodities.   

For 15 years, the FSFL program has provided affordable financing, 
allowing American farmers and ranchers to construct or expand 
storage on the farm and by adding eligible commodities; these low-
interest loans will help even more family farmers and ranchers to 
expand on-site storage. 

The new commodities eligible for facility loans include floriculture, 
hops, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry 
(unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/va
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://offices.usda.gov/


maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of 
water).  Commodities already eligible for the loans include corn, 
grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor 
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas 
and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, and fruits, nuts and 
vegetables for cold storage facilities. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial 
credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a 
diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and 
farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved 
producers. 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or contact your local FSA county 
office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.  

 

 
Incentives for Working Grass, Range and Pasture Lands  
Beginning Sept. 1, farmers and ranchers can apply for financial assistance to help conserve working 
grasslands and pastureland while maintaining the areas as livestock grazing lands. 

The initiative is part of the voluntary Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), a federally funded 
program that for 30 years has assisted agricultural producers with the cost of restoring, enhancing 
and protecting certain grasses, shrubs and trees to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and 
reduce loss of wildlife habitat. In return, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides 
participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. CRP has helped farmers and ranchers 
prevent more than 8 billion tons of soil from eroding, reduce nitrogen and phosphorous runoff 
relative to cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively, and even sequester 43 million tons of 
greenhouse gases annually, equal to taking 8 million cars off the road.  

The CRP-Grasslands initiative will provide participants who establish long-term, resource-
conserving covers with annual rental payments up to 75 percent of the grazing value of the land. 
Cost-share assistance may be available for up to 50 percent of the some practices, such as cross 
fencing to support rotational grazing or improving pasture cover to benefit pollinators and other 
wildlife. Participants may still conduct common grazing practices, produce hay, mow, or harvest for 
seed production, conduct fire rehabilitation, and construct firebreaks and fences. 

The Farm Service Agency is currently accepting applications for enrollment in CRP Grasslands on 
an ongoing basis, beginning Sept. 1, 2015.  Enrollment is competitive with applications scored 
against published ranking criteria, and approved based on the competiveness of the offer. The 
ranking period will occur at least once per year and be announced at least 30 days prior to its 
start.  The end of the first ranking period will be Nov. 20, 2015.  

To learn more about participating in CRP-Grasslands, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp or consult with the 
local Farm Service Agency county office.  To locate a nearby Farm Service Agency office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.   To learn more about the 30th anniversary of CRP, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow on Twitter using #CRPis30.  

The CRP-Grasslands initiative will provide participants who establish long-term, resource-
conserving covers with annual rental payments up to 75 percent of the grazing value of the land. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp
http://offices.usda.gov/
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Cost-share assistance may be available for up to 50 percent of the some practices, such as cross 
fencing to support rotational grazing or improving pasture cover to benefit pollinators and other 
wildlife. Participants may still conduct common grazing practices, produce hay, mow, or harvest for 
seed production, conduct fire rehabilitation, and construct firebreaks and fences. 

The Farm Service Agency is currently accepting applications for enrollment in CRP Grasslands on 
an ongoing basis, beginning Sept. 1, 2015.  Enrollment is competitive with applications scored 
against published ranking criteria, and approved based on the competiveness of the offer. The 
ranking period will occur at least once per year and be announced at least 30 days prior to its 
start.  The end of the first ranking period will be Nov. 20, 2015.  

To learn more about participating in CRP-Grasslands, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/crp or consult with the 
local Farm Service Agency county office.  To locate a nearby Farm Service Agency office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov.   To learn more about the 30th anniversary of CRP, visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30 or follow on Twitter using #CRPis30.   

 
USDA Offers Flood Impacted Virginia Farmers and Ranchers 
Immediate Disaster Assistance 
 Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to Assist Agricultural Producers Slammed by Recent Heavy 
Rains  

Virginia Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers across the state of federal farm 
program benefits that may be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy rains 
and flooding. 

FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in 
their recovery efforts following floods or similar qualifying natural disasters. Available programs and 
loans include:  

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting 
occur due to natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must 
have purchased NAP coverage for 2015 crops. 

• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock 
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses may 
include those determined by FSA to have been caused by hurricanes, floods, blizzards, 
wildfires, tropical storms, tornados lightening, extreme heat, and extreme cold. Producers 
will be required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible 
adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 
calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery 
tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disaster.  

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, 
adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster 
programs. ELAP covers physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was 
purchased or mechanically harvested forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the 
producer's eligible livestock. In order to be considered eligible, harvested forage must be 
baled; forage that is only cut, raked or windrowed is not eligible. Producers must submit a 
notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30


ELAP also covers up to 150 lost grazing days in instances when a producer has been forced to 
remove livestock from a grazing pasture due to floodwaters. 

For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses (the physical structure) in instances where the hive 
has been destroyed by a natural disaster including flooding, high winds and tornadoes. 

• Emergency Loan Program – Available to producers with agriculture operations located in 
a county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low 
interest loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, 
flooding. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and 
ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss.  

• HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers and 
ranchers to share 'Need Hay' ads and 'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can use another 
feature to post advertisements for grazing land, specifically ads announcing the availability 
of grazing land or ads requesting a need for land to graze. www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet. 

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, farmers and ranchers must report prevented planting 
and failed acres (crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-
576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by 
FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  

For more information on disaster assistance programs and loans visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov or 
contact your local FSA Office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 
 If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without 
prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The 
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on 
a loan violation list for a two-year period.  Always call before you haul any grain under loan. 

 
USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit 
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers  
USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit Specialty Crop and Diversified 
Producers  

Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan applicants 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that 
producers who apply for FSA farm loans also will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster 
loss protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill. The new coverage, available from the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-
insurable crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty 
crop growers. 

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for 
basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium. 

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 
50 percent of production. Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://offices.usda.gov/


mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, 
forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers 
to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also 
apply for FSA credit. 

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible 
for a 50 percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 
percent of expected production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may 
work with FSA to protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their 
fair market value in those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted 
coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native 
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women. 

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and 
microloans that have a streamlined application process.  

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved 
farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/napor www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at 
https://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture 
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or 
ranches.  

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.  

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to 
his or her individual qualities.  

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, 
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable 
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 

 
Selected Interest Rates for October 2015 
90-Day Treasury Bill - .125% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct - 2.625% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct - 3.75% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50% 

Emergency Loans - 3.625% 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwNTEzLjQ0OTUwNTUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDUxMy40NDk1MDU1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTI2NTkzJmVtYWlsaWQ9aXNhYmVsLmJlbmVtZWxpc0B3ZGMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWlzYWJlbC5iZW5lbWVsaXNAd2RjLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://offices.usda.gov


Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years) - 1.875% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) - 2.125% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) - 2.375% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.375% 

 
Dates to Remember 
Oct. 12 - Columbus Day – Offices Closed 

Nov. 1 - 2015 ELAP Application for Payment Deadline 

Nov. 15 - 2016 Acreage Reporting Date for Perennial Forages 

Nov. 20 - 2016 NAP Sales Closing Date for Fruit/Nut Trees, Woody Bushes/Vines, and Strawberries 

Nov. 20 - 2016 Margin Protection Program-Dairy Enrollment Deadline 

Nov. 26 - Thanksgiving Day – Offices Closed 

Dec. 1 - 2016 NAP Sales Closing Date for Honey and Maple Sap 

Dec. 1 - 2016 General CRP Signup Begins 

Continuous - CREP Enrollment 

Continuous - 2015 LIP Notice of Loss Due (w/in 30 days of loss) 

 
For more information on bulletin subjects or details regarding your GovDelivery subscription with the 
Virginia FSA State Office, contact Dan Mertz at dan.mertz@va.usda.gov or call at 804-287-1548.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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