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 What is an Early Access Web Service? 

An Early Access Web Service (EAWS) is an Esri® 
Restful 4 band image service which contains pre- 
production NAIP imagery. The imagery is added to the 
service, on average, 5 business days after imagery 
acquisition. This imagery is minimally processed to 
speed up the posting of imagery to the image service. 

 

 How do I access the EAWS? 

If you are a member of a Federal, state, or local agency 
please contact GIS Specialist Nathan Pugh at:  
nathan.pugh@slc.usda.gov for more information. These 
services are meant for use by Federal, state or local 
agencies needing recent imagery for compliance or 
emergency purposes. If you need public access to 
production NAIP Imagery please see this help document. 

 
How can I view the EAWS? 

The services can be viewed in most Esri® products 
including ArcMap and ArcGIS Online. They can also be 
viewed directly in a web browser or Esri® compatible 
software. 

 
What can I use the EAWS for? 

 
The services were designed for use on USDA time-sensitive 
compliance programs and disaster response activities. 
However, the EAWS could be used for any number of tasks. 
Please see the technical limitations and liability sections for 
more details. 

 
 EAWS use liability Statement. 

 
In no event shall the creators, custodians, or distributors 
of EAWS be liable for any damages arising out of its use 
(or the inability to use it). 

What are the technical limitations of the EAWS? 

EAWS imagery has limited color correction processing 
preformed before it is posted. The imagery is a true 
representation of ground and atmospheric conditions at the time 
of collection. This could make the imagery difficult to use and 
interpret at times. 

 
The stated horizontal accuracy of the EAWS imagery is 10 
meters to true ground. However, in most instances, the 
imagery is accurate to within a few meters of true ground. 
Depending upon the use case, horizontal accuracy needs 
should be strongly considered before proceeding to work with 
the EAWS. 

 
 When is the EAWS available? 

 
Imagery will be present in the services within approximately 
5 days of imagery acquisition depending upon weather and 
other factors.   

 
 How long is the EAWS available? 

The EAWS will be available until 30 days after the NAIP 
production imagery service has been completed. A 
production quality level EAWS service will also be available 
until March 31st of the following calendar year. Please see 
the 2016 NAIP status map for current NAIP acquisition and 
flying season windows. 

 
What metadata is available for the EAWS? 

 
A vector polygon web service is available which contains the 
date and time of acquisition for imagery contained in the 
EAWS. 

 
Who do I contact for more information? 

For more information on Early Access Web Services, contact 
GIS Specialist, Nathan Pugh, at (801) 844-2927. 

 
 
“In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating 
in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, 

marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded 
by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the 

USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and 
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. USDA 

is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.” 
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