
 
October 2015 

 
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page. 

• Thinking Safety... 
• MPP Deadlines Are Closing In 
• Breaking Ground 
• FSFL..Is It Right For You... 
• USDA Committed to New Farmer Education 
• Did You Know? 
• The Organic Option 
• Just The Right Size 

 

Delaware FSA Newsletter 
 

State Farm Service 
Agency 
1221 College Park Dr   

Dover,DE 19904  

Phone: 302-678-4250  

Fax: 855-389-2246  

Web: Delaware FSA  

State Executive 
Director:  

Bob Walls  

Kent County FSA Office  

800 Bay Road, Suite 2  

Dover, DE 19901  

Phone: (302) 741-2600 

Fax: (302) 401-6678  

Office Hours:  

Thinking Safety... 
Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon 
is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It takes less 
than five seconds for a person caught in flowing 
grain to be trapped.   

The mechanical operation of grain handling 
equipment also presents a real danger.  Augers, 
power take offs, and other moving parts can grab 
people or clothing. 

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing 
shields, are dangerous enough for adults; not to 
mention children.  It is always advisable to keep 
children a safe distance from operating farm 
equipment.  Always use extra caution when backing 
or maneuvering farm machinery.  Ensure everyone 
is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery 
is engaged. 

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop 
year and that begins with putting safety first.  

 
MPP Deadlines Are Closing In 
USDA Extends Dairy Margin 
Protection Program Deadline 
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USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced 
that the deadline to enroll for the dairy Margin 
Protection Program for coverage in 2016 has been 
extended until Nov. 20, 2015.  The voluntary 
program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, 
provides financial assistance to participating 
farmers when the margin – the difference between 
the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the 
coverage level selected by the farmer. 

Producers are encouraged to use the online Web 
resource at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to calculate 
the best levels of coverage for their dairy operation. 
The secure website can be accessed via computer, 
smartphone or tablet. 

Producers who were enrolled in 2015 will need to 
make a coverage election for 2016 and pay the 
$100 administration fee. Although any unpaid 
premium balances for 2015 must be paid in full by 
the enrollment deadline to remain eligible for higher 
coverage levels in 2016, premiums for 2016 are not 
due until Sept. 1, 2016. Also, producers can work 
with milk marketing companies to remit premiums 
on their behalf.  

To enroll in the Margin Protection Program for 
Dairy, contact your local FSA county office.  To find 
your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

Payments under the program may be reduced by a 
certain percentage due to a sequester order 
required by Congress and issued pursuant to the 
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985.  Should a payment reduction be 
necessary, FSA will reduce the payment by the 
required amount. 

 
Breaking Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with 
FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for 
production purposes as doing so without prior 
authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true 
for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) 
and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers with HEL determined soils are required 
to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation 
plan.   

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of 
contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet 
compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to 
be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMDI5LjM3NTc0NDkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTAyOS4zNzU3NDQ5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTExNTIxJmVtYWlsaWQ9aXNhYmVsLmJlbmVtZWxpc0B3ZGMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWlzYWJlbC5iZW5lbWVsaXNAd2RjLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool
http://offices.usda.gov/


County Office Staff:  

Jamie Argo  

Lisa Ell  

Carrie Hudson  

Harry Hudson  

Tiria Wright  

County Executive 
Director:  

Robin Talley (Acting)  

Stae Executive 
Committee:  

Dale Scuse 

Cheryl Ockels 

Robert Baker 

Farm Loan Specialist  

Jennifer Feindt  

(302) 856-3990 ext. 107  

Farm Loan Officer 

Colleen Reed  

(302) 856-3990 ext. 130 

Farm Loan Program 
Technician 

KennethWise 

Please contact your local 
FSA Office for questions 
specific to your operation 
or county.  

eligibility for benefits. 

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-
1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) 
and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to 
identify the proposed action and allow FSA to 
determine whether a referral to Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is 
necessary.   . 

 
FSFL..Is It Right For You... 
Farm Storage Facility Loans Adds More 
Eligible Commodities  

New Provisions Increase On-Farm Storage for 
Dairy, Flowers, Meats  

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program, 
which provides low-interest financing to producers 
to build or upgrade storage facilities, will now 
include dairy, flowers and meats as eligible 
commodities.   

For 15 years, the FSFL program has provided 
affordable financing, allowing American farmers and 
ranchers to construct or expand storage on the farm 
and by adding eligible commodities; these low-
interest loans will help even more family farmers 
and ranchers to expand on-site storage. 

The new commodities eligible for facility loans 
include floriculture, hops, rye, milk, cheese, butter, 
yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and 
aquaculture (excluding systems that maintain live 
animals through uptake and discharge of water).  
Commodities already eligible for the loans include 
corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, 
wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole 
grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), 
hay, honey, renewable biomass, and fruits, nuts and 
vegetables for cold storage facilities. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of 
commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming 
operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local 
food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers. 

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility 
Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA county office.  To find your 
local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 
USDA Committed to New Farmer Education 
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USDA Commits $2.5 Million to Expand New Farmer Education 
Training Will Help Returning Service Members, Underserved, and Urban 
Producers 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA has announced that $2.5 million in grants is now available for 
projects to educate new and underserved farmers about more than 20 Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
programs that can provide financial, disaster or technical assistance to the agricultural community.  

The grants will be awarded to nonprofits and public higher education institutions that develop 
proposals to improve farmer education on topics such as financial training, value-added production, 
recordkeeping, property inheritance, and crop production practices. 

USDA will conduct four evaluation periods to review applications, with the deadlines of Nov. 20, 
2015, Jan. 22, 2015, Mar. 18, 2016, and May 27, 2016. Awards between $20,000 and $100,000 per 
applicant will be available. To learn more about the funding solicitation and the related Farm Service 
Agency programs, details can be found at www.grants.gov with the reference number USDA-FSA-
CA-2015-001.  For nonprofits and public institutions of higher education that are considering 
participation, an online informational session will be conducted on Sept. 28, 2015.  Additional 
information is posted on the Web at www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach.    

 
Did You Know? 
Dairy Indemnity Payment Program 
The 2014 Farm Bill authorized the extension of the Dairy Indemnity Payment Program (DIPP) 
through September 30, 2018. DIPP provides payments to dairy producers and manufacturers of 
dairy products when they are directed to remove their raw milk or products from the market because 
of contamination. 

Save Time – Make an Appointment with FSA 
To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your 
important business needs, please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to 
discuss any records or documentation that you may need to have with you when you arrive for your 
appointment. For local FSA Service Center contact information, please visit: 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app. 

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is 
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 

Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral 
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term 
of the loan. 

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior 
written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The 
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on 
a loan violation list for a two-year period.  Always call before you haul any grain under loan. 

Foreign Buyers Notification  
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency 
administers this program for USDA.  

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county 
are required to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the 
AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of 

http://www.grants.gov/
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the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others involved in real estate 
transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements.    

 
The Organic Option 
Reporting Organic Crops 

Producers who want to use the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) organic price 
and selected the "organic" option on their NAP application must report their crops as organic.  

When certifying organic acres, the buffer zone acreage must be included in the organic acreage. 

Producers must also provide a current organic plan, organic certificate or documentation from a 
certifying agent indicating an organic plan is in effect. Documentation must include: 

• name of certified individuals 
• address 
• telephone number 
• effective date of certification 
• certificate number 
• list of commodities certified 
• name and address of certifying agent 
• a map showing the specific location of each field of certified organic, including the buffer 

zone acreage 

Certification exemptions are available for producers whose annual gross agricultural income from 
organic sales totals $5,000 or less. Although exempt growers are not required to provide a written 
certificate, they are still required to provide a map showing the specific location of each field of 
certified organic, transitional and buffer zone acreage. 

For questions about reporting organic crops, contact your local FSA office. To find your local office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

 
Just The Right Size 
Microloans 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for 
microloans increased from $35,000 to $50,000, on Nov. 7, 2014. Microloans offer borrowers 
simplified lending with less paperwork.  

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional 
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans 
are part of USDA’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.  

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will 
enhance beginning farmers and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA 
policies related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be considered to 
meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or 
management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced 
education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show 
when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to purchase 
real estate. 

Since 2010, more than 50 percent of USDA's farm loans now go to beginning farmers and FSA has 
increased its lending to targeted underserved producers by nearly 50 percent. 

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related 

http://offices.usda.gov/
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information. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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