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North Carolina Farm FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer

Service Agency Self-Service Portal

4407 Bland Rd., Suite 175

Raleigh, NC 27609 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm
Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to

Phone: 919-875-4800 provide farmers and ranchers with remote access

Fax: 1-844-325-6874 to their personal farm information using their home
computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view,

www.fsa.usda.gov/nc print or export their personal farm data all without

visiting an FSA county office.
State Executive Director:

Bob Etheridge The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you
_ with secure access to view your personal FSA
State Committee: data, such as base and yields, Conservation

Pender Sharp, Chairman  Reserve Program data, other conservation
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Nancy Fish, Member and address details, contact information and
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This data will be available in real time, at no cost
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Please contact your local
FSA Office for questions

specific to your operation.

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2
eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This
level of security ensures that personal information
is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be
obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov,
completing the required information and then
visiting your local FSA office to finalize access.

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer
self-service portal, contact your local FSA office.
To find your local FSA county office, click
http://offices.usda.gov.

Guaranteed Loan Program

FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide
agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and
ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee.
FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of
principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans
can be used for both farm ownership and
operating purposes.

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to
purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings,
develop farmland to promote soil and water
conservation or to refinance debt.

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to
purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed,
fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other
operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating
loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the
producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating
loans are normally repaid within seven years and
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan
office for more information on guaranteed loans.

Emergency Conservation Program Assistance Available in
North Carolina Counties

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) provides emergency funding and technical
assistance to farmers and ranchers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural disasters and to
implement emergency water conservation measures in periods of severe drought.

The following counties are eligible for ECP assistance: Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick,
Camden, Carteret, Chowan, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Duplin, Edgecombe,

Greene, Hoke, Hyde, Johnston, Lenoir, Nash, New Hanover, Onslow, Pamlico, Pasquotank,
Pender Perniiimans Pitt Rnhecnn Twurrell \Wachinatan and \Wawvne Caiintieq eantiniiniic tn the
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declared counties are also eligible for ECP.

For land to be eligible, the natural disaster must create new conservation problems that, if
untreated, would:

* be so costly to rehabilitate that Federal assistance is or will be needed to return the
land to productive agricultural use

« is unusual and is not the type that would recur frequently in the same area

« affect the productive capacity of the farmland

« impair or endanger the land

A producer qualifying for ECP assistance may receive cost-share levels not to exceed

75 percent of the eligible cost of restoration measures. No producer is eligible for more than
$200,000 cost sharing per natural disaster occurrence. The following types of measures may be
eligible:

» removing debris from farmland

. gradir!g, shaping, or releveling severely damaged farmland

* restoring permanent fences

* restoring conservation structures and other similar installations

Producers who suffered a loss from a natural disaster should contact their local FSA Office for ECP
deadlines.

To be eligible for assistance, practices must not be started until all of the following are met:

« an application for cost-share assistance has been filed

« the local FSA County Committee (COC) or its representative has conducted an onsite

inspection of the damaged area

« the Agency responsible for technical assistance, such as the Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS), has made a needs determination, which may include cubic yards of earthmoving,
etc., required for rehabilitation

For more information about ECP, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Issues Safety-Net Payments to Farmers in Response to
2015 Market Downturn

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that beginning today, many of the 1.7
million farms that enrolled in either the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) programs will receive safety-net payments due to market downturns during the 2015 crop
year.

This fall, USDA will be making more than $7 billion in payments under the ARC-County and PLC
programs to assist participating producers, which will account for over 10 percent of USDA’s
projected 2016 net farm income. These payments will help provide reassurance to America’s farm
families, who are standing strong against low commodity prices compounded by unfavorable
growing conditions in many parts of the country.

Unlike the old direct payment program, which issued payments during both weak and strong market
conditions, the 2014 Farm Bill authorized the ARC-PLC safety net to trigger and provide financial
assistance only when decreases in revenues or crop prices, respectively, occur. The ARC and PLC
programs primarily allow producers to continue to produce for the market by making payments on a
percentage of historical base production, limiting the impact on production decisions.

Nationwide, producers enrolled 96 percent of soybean base acres, 91 percent of corn base acres

and 66 percent of wheat base acres in the ARC-County coverage option. Producers enrolled 99
nearcent nf Innn arain rice and neaniit hace arrec and 04 nercent af medilim arain rice hace arreg in
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the PLC option. Overall, 76 percent of participating farm base acres are enrolled in ARC-County, 23
percent in PLC and one percent in ARC-Individual. For other program information including
frequently asked questions, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-pic.

Payments are made to producers who enrolled base acres of barley, corn, grain sorghum, lentils,
oats, peanuts, dry peas, soybeans, wheat and canola. In the upcoming months, payments will be
announced after marketing year average prices are published by USDA’s National Agricultural
Statistics Service for the remaining covered commodities. These include long and medium grain rice
(except for temperate Japonica rice), which will be announced in November, remaining oilseeds and
chickpeas, which will be announced in December, and temperate Japonica rice, which will be
announced in early February 2017. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commaodity.

The Budget Control Act of 2011, passed by Congress, requires USDA to reduce 2015 ARC and
PLC payments by 6.8 percent. For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local
Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. To find a local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Offers Targeted Farm Loan Funding for Underserved
Groups and Beginning Farmers

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers that FSA offers targeted farm ownership
and farm operating loans to assist underserved applicants as well as beginning farmers and
ranchers.

USDA defines underserved applicants as a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their identity as members of the group without regard to their
individual qualities. For farm loan program purposes, targeted underserved groups are women,
African Americans, American Indians and Alaskan Natives, Hispanics and Asians and Pacific
Islanders.

Underserved or beginning farmers and ranchers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank
can apply for either FSA direct loans or guaranteed loans. Direct loans are made to applicants by
FSA. Guaranteed loans are made by lending institutions who arrange for FSA to guarantee the
loan. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. The FSA
guarantee allows lenders to make agricultural credit available to producers who do not meet the
lender's normal underwriting criteria.

The direct and guaranteed loan program provides for two types of loans: farm ownership loans and
farm operating loans. In addition to customary farm operating and ownership loans, FSA now offers
Microloans through the direct loan program. The focus of Microloans is on the financing needs of
small, beginning farmer, niche and non-traditional farm operations. Microloans are available for both
ownership and operating finance needs. To learn more about microloans, visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

To qualify as a beginning producer, the individual or entity must meet the eligibility requirements
outlined for direct or guaranteed loans. Additionally, individuals and all entity members must have
operated a farm for less than 10 years. Applicants must materially or substantially participate in the
operation.

For more information on FSA’s farm loan programs and targeted underserved and beginning farmer
guidelines, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.
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Report Livestock Losses

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme
cold.

For 2016, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2016, and no later than 60 calendar days
from the ending date of the applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss must be
filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. Participants must provide
the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after
the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.

* Proof of death documentation
 Copy of growers contracts
* Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock,
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal”
conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2016 must file both of the following:

* A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by January 30,
2017

» An application for payment by March 30, 2017.

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

MAL and LDP Policy Changes for Crop Years 2015-2018

The Agricultural Act of 2014 authorized 2014-2018 crop year Marketing Assistance Loans (MALS)
and Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs), with a few minor policy changes.

Among the changes, farm-stored MAL collateral transferred to warehouse storage will retain the
original loan rate, be allowed to transfer only the outstanding farm-stored quantity with no additional
guantity allowed and will no longer require producers to have a paid for measurement service when
moving or commingling loan collateral.

MALs and LDPs provide financing and marketing assistance for wheat, feed grains, soybeans, and
other oilseeds, pulse crops, rice, peanuts, cotton, wool and honey. MALSs provide producers interim
financing after harvest to help them meet cash flow needs without having to sell their commodities
when market prices are typically at harvest-time lows. A producer who is eligible to obtain a loan,
but agrees to forgo the loan, may obtain an LDP if such a payment is available. Marketing loan
provisions and LDPs are not available for sugar and extra-long staple cotton.

FSA is now accepting requests for 2016 MALs and LDPs for all eligible commodities after harvest.

Before MAL repayments with a market loan gain or LDP disbursements can be made, producers
must meet the requirements of actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant and member
contribution.

Commodity certificates are available to loan holders who have outstanding nonrecourse loans for
wheat, upland cotton, rice, feed grains, pulse crops (dry peas, lentils, large and small chickpeas),
peanuts, wool, soybeans and designated minor oilseeds. These certificates can be purchased at
the posted county price (or adjusted world price or national posted price) for the quantity of

commodity under loan, and must be immediately exchanged for the collateral, satisfying the loan.
MAI < redeemed with commaditv certificatec are nnt ciihiect tn the activelv ennaned in farminn
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cash-rent tenant, Adjusted Gross Income provisions or the payment limitation.

To be considered eligible for an LDP, producers must have form CCC-633EZ, Page 1 on file at their
local FSA Office before losing beneficial interest in the crop. Pages 2, 3 or 4 of the form must be
submitted when payment is requested.

The 2014 Farm Bill also establishes payment limitations per individual or entity not to exceed
$125,000 annually on certain commodities for the following program benefits: price loss coverage
payments, agriculture risk coverage payments, marketing loan gains (MLGs) and LDPs. These
payment limitations do not apply to MAL loan disbursements or redemptions using commodity
certificate exchange.

Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) provisions were modified by the 2014 Farm Bill, which states that a
producer whose total applicable three-year average AGI exceeds $900,000 is not eligible to receive
an MLG or LDP. Producers must have a valid CCC-941 on file to earn a market gain of LDP. The
AGI does not apply to MALs redeemed with commodity certificate exchange.

For more information and additional eligibility requirements, please visit a nearby USDA Service
Center or FSA’s website www.fsa.usda.gov.

Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The
maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident
alien

e Be 10 years to 20 years of age
Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements
Be unable to get a loan from other sources Conduct a modest income-producing project in
a supervised program of work as outlined above

o Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance
and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

USDA Extends Margin Protection Program for Dairy
Enrollment Deadline

USDA announced that it will extend the deadline for dairy producers to enroll in the Margin
Protection Program (MPP) for Dairy to Dec. 16, 2016, from the previous deadline of Sept. 30. This
voluntary dairy safety net program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial assistance
to participating dairy producers when the margin — the difference between the price of milk and feed
costs — falls below the coverage level selected by the producer. A USDA web tool, available at
www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy producers to calculate levels of coverage available from
MPP based on price projections.
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Selected Interest Rates for October 2016

90-Day Treasury Bill - .250

Farm Operating Loans — Direct -2.125

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct -3.125

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher - 1.50
Emergency Loans - 3.125

Farm Storage Facility Loans - (7 years) 1.50

Sugar Storage Facility Loans - 1.75

Commodity Loans 1996-Present - 1.625

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).

E3 SHARE

uSDA Questions?
i ._._.,..___..“fCOntactUs

STAY CONNECTED:

Dt re )

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:
Manage Preferences | Delete Profile | Help



https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/16a8f60?reqfrom=share
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=contact&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://twitter.com/usdafsa
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=wid
http://askfsa.custhelp.com/
http://fsa.blogs.govdelivery.com/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/rss?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=rss
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new?preferences=true
https://subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/16a8f60?reqfrom=share�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�
http://twitter.com/usdafsa�
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/subscriber/new�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=wid�
http://askfsa.custhelp.com/�
http://fsa.blogs.govdelivery.com/�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/rss?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=rss�

