NEWSLETTER

Niobrara County Service Center
905 S. Main; Lusk, WY 82225
Phone: (307) 334-3454
Fax: (855) 415-3433

Natural Resources Conservation Service Farm Service Agency Farm Service Agency
Staff County Committee Staff

Clinton Anderson Robert Freeman  Jason ZumBrunnen Tommy Stephens, CED

JoAnn Wade Joe Kruse Carol Geisinger, Advisor Kimberly Nusbaum, PT

Duane Wisroth, FLM
| May 2016 |

ACREAGE CERTIFICATION
Producers are reminded to report their 2016 acreage. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed
acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs. Failed acreage must be reported
within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days
after the final planting date. Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service Agency programs. Crop acreage reports must be
certified by the July 15, 2016.

2016 ARCPLC ENROLLMENT
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Administrator Val Dolcini has announced that producers who
chose coverage from the safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or
the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, have until Aug. 1, 2016 to sign contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016. “The choice
between ARC and PLC is completed and remains in effect through 2018, but producers must still enroll their farm by signing a
contract each year to receive coverage,” said Dolcini.

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a farm is not enrolled during the
2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should
crop prices or farm revenues fall below the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program.

ARC, PLC AND CTAP ACREAGE MAINTENANCE
Producers enrolled in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss Coverage (PLC) or the Cotton Transition Assistance Program
(CTAP) must protect all cropland and noncropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. Producers
who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to effectively control noxious weeds on the farm according
to sound agricultural practices. If a producer fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is
enrolled in ARC, PLC or CTAP, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract for the program year.

NAP PRODUCTION RECORDS
NAP producers, now is the time to submit production evidence for your 2015 crops. Submitting production evidence for harvested
crops, such as bale counts and weights are necessary to maintain accurate yields for coverage. Accurate yields are essential in
calculating payments for losses. You can still submit previous year’s records if you forgot in the past and those values will be used
for your 2016 approved yield.

REPORTING CROP LOSSES FOR NAP
If you have a loss on a covered NAP crop and wish to receive loss benefits from our office, you must file a notice of loss within 15
days of the earlier: 1) date of the disaster event that caused the loss or, 2) when the loss is apparent to you. A notice of loss must be
filed for each weather-related event or adverse natural occurrence that causes damage to or loss of the specific crop. Failure to
report crop damage or loss in a timely manner will result in ineligibility for Non-Insured Assistance Program payments.

LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY PROGRAM
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who have suffered livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Producers who suffer losses must file a notice of loss within 30 days of
the date of death. Proper documentation, including photos with dates, is crucial to ensure eligibility for this program.
Livestock owners should record all pertinent information of livestock death losses, including losses due to normal causes.



CHANGING ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTIES
Producers who wish to transfer their farm records to a different administrative county for Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 must file a request
no later than August 1, 2016. Restrictions do apply when transferring to an office other than the county in which the land is
physically located. Contact your local FSA office for more information.

FINAL PLANTING DATES
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final planting date for specific crops.
The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-
specific planting deadlines. The timely planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.

SAVE TIME - MAKE AN APPOINTMENT WITH FSA
To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important business needs, please
call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that you may need to have with
you when you arrive for your appointment.

DIRECT LOANS
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to establish, maintain or strengthen their
farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct loans.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other
costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and
to refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair buildings, and to make
farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a down payment is not required.
Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are
normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

GUARANTEED LOAN PROGRAM
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the lender's normal underwriting
criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can
guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and
operating purposes.

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, develop farmland to promote soil
and water conservation or to refinance debt.

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other
operating expenses.

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan,
collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership
loans are not to exceed 40 years.

LOANS FOR TARGETED UNDERSERVED PRODUCERS
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production. Loans are available
for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding for members of
targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice
because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives,
Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the needed
credit elsewhere.

Please contact Duane Wisroth, Farm Loan Manager, at (307) 532-4880 for more information or to apply for a loan.



FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOANS
FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to build or upgrade storage
facilities. The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. Eligible commaodities
include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops
(lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture,
hops, maple sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding systems that
maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage
facilities for eligible commodities.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans between $50,000 and $100,000 will
no longer require additional security.

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are designed to assist a diverse
range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers
markets, non-traditional farm products, and underserved producers.

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact your local FSA county
office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

PAYMENT LIMITATION-ANNUAL NOTIFICATION

Program participants are notified of the following Payment Limitation provisions.
Payments and benefits under certain programs are subject to some or all of the following:

 payment limitation by direct attribution

* payment limitation amounts for the applicable programs

« actively engaged in farming requirements

* cash-rent tenant rule

« foreign person rule

* average AGI limitations

eprograms subject to AGI limitation

seffective date of implementation of AGI limitation

No program benefits subject to limitation will be provided until:
« all required forms for the specific situation are provided
* necessary payment eligibility and payment limitation determinations are made

A farm operating plan is not required to be filed annually, if the farming operation continues to be conducted as reflected on the
farm operating plan and supporting documents that are on file in the County Office. If any changes occur that could affect an
actively engaged in farming, cash-rent tenant, foreign person, or average AGI determination, producers must timely notify the
County Office by filing revised farm operating plans and/or supporting documentation, as applicable. Note: Failure to timely notify
the County Office may adversely affect payment eligibility. There are statutory provisions that require entities earning program
benefits that are subject to limitation, to provide the names, addresses, and TIN’s of the entities” members to COC.

All applicable payment eligibility and payment limitation forms submitted by producers are subject to spot check through the end-
of-year review process. A determination of not actively engaged in farming results in the producer being ineligible for any payment
or benefit requiring a determination of actively engaged in farming.

Noncompliance with AGI provisions, either by exceeding the applicable limitations or by failure to submit a certification statement,
will result in the determination of ineligibility for all program benefits subject to AGI provisions; program benefits shall be reduced
in an amount that is commensurate with the direct and indirect interest held by an ineligible person or legal entity in any legal entity,
general partnership, or joint operation that receives benefits subject to the average AGI limitations.

Applicable annual limitations for person or legal entity, years 2014-2018:
Commodity Programs:

ARC, PLC, LDP, and MLG payments $125,000
Conservation Programs:

CRP annual rental and incentive payments $50,000
EQIP (all years 2014-2018) $450,000

CSP (all years 2014-2018) $200,000

ECP (per disaster event) $200,000

Disaster Assistance Programs:

ELAP/LFP/LIP (all programs combined) $125,000
NAP $125,000


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport
http://offices.usda.gov/
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Important Dates to Remember

May 30 Memorial Day — Office Closed

July 15 Final Day to Report Spring Seeded Crops

July 15 Final Day to Report 2015 Actual Production for NAP
Within 15 days of noticing crop loss File NAP Notice of Loss

Within 30 days of noticing livestock loss File LIP Notice of Loss

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS
Special accommodations will be made upon request for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing impairment. If
accommodations are required, individuals should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by phone.

ATTENTION ALL BUYERS OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS
It is required that buyers of agricultural products check or register with the Secretary of State's Office to determine if there are liens
against the Seller of the product. If a lien is found you are required to place the lien holders name on the check as well as that of the
Seller. Ag Products include but are not limited to: livestock (including horses), crops used for feed (hay, silage, oats, etc.),
machinery, equipment and all other crops. Failure to place the lien holder's name on the check may result in civil legal action
being taken against the Buyer of the product. Protect yourself as a Buyer! You may contact the Secretary of State's Office at 1-
307-777-7311.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for
employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable,
political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from
any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by
the Department (not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities
and wish to file a program complaint must contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in
Spanish). Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) must contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form.
You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to
us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410, by fax at (202) 690-7442 or e-mail at program.intake@usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
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