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Platte County Producers Urged to Consider Risk
Protection Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to review available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the crop deadline of April 1.

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive
moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop
insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables,
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy,
and industrial crops.

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of lllinois to create an online tool
at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for federal
crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP basic coverage
is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected
production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent
of the average market price available, including coverage for organics and crops marketed directly to
consumers. Crops intended for grazing are not eligible for additional NAP coverage.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent
lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA'’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

For more information on NAP, service fees, premiums and sales deadlines, contact the Platte County

Meeting: March 17 10:00 am FSA office at 307-322-4050 or visit the web at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap.

Full-time Job Opening

The Platte County Farm Service Agency located in Wheatland, NE is hiring a permanent Program Technician. Benefits package
included. The successful candidate will carry out office activities and functions pertaining to one or more of the USDA programs
administered in the county. Applicants will apply on-line at www.usajobs.gov. The closing date for the announcement is March 18,
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http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx
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http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwODIwLjQ4MjgwMDUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDgyMC40ODI4MDA1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTc2NzE3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cGFtZWxhLm1ldHpAbmUudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPXBhbWVsYS5tZXR6QG5lLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.usajobs.gov/

2016. Questions about the position may be directed to Pamela Metz at (307)322-4050. USDA is an equal opportunity employer,
provider and lender.

Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to establish, maintain or strengthen their
farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and service direct loans.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm chemicals, insurance and other
costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to
refinance some farm-related debts, excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct and repair buildings, and to make
farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a down payment is not required.
Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are
normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or operating loan.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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